
Camp Kennebec Electronics Policy

PURPOSE: 
To establish a policy on those items that may detract from the camp experience for individual campers

To establish parameters around those times and under what conditions handheld electronic devices are allowed to be used to ensure that:

they are not disruptive

they do not isolate the child both socially and experientially

they are only used during times when they can be innocuous and/or useful (i.e., rest hour, bedtime)

RATIONALE:
Electronic devices have an addictive quality for certain children.  They create an endless loop of feedback and gratification making it difficult for players to disengage. This limits the camper’s exposure to valuable aspects of the Kennebec program including social interaction.

POLICY:

1. Hand-held electronic entertainment devices are only to be used in the bunk or immediate vicinity during times specified by the cabin staff. 

2. The policy regarding these devices applies to staff as well. On days-off we ask that staff not use these devices in the main camp areas where they can be seen by campers.

3. Each device will be collected by the bunk counselors on the first day of camp. They will be kept for safekeeping by the bunk counselors and handed out at their discretion.

4. Suggested times for use may include rest hour, in a.m. after camper is dressed, washed and clean-up is completed (checked by counselor) until breakfast, when ready for bed, and bunk time (30 minutes prior to supper).  

5. If the camper abuses the privilege (e.g., does not take no for an answer, does not return device when asked, removes from bunk) then a loss of privilege for the next period or day is suggested.  It is understood that should the need arise for a loss of privilege, the staff member will ensure that the camper has an understanding of the reason for the consequence. 

6. Counselors will make it clear to campers at the outset of camp that the use of Electronics will only be given out at the discretion of the counselors.

Please ensure all electronics, games, and chargers are clearly labeled with the camper’s name.

Camp Kennebec is not responsible for lost, damaged or stolen items.
Exceptions to this policy are made for Electronics for communication purposes. Please contact the camp office to discuss. 
Camp Kennebec

Reviewed 2011


