Testimonials

At Kennebec we love hearing from families about the successes their campers have had.  We work very hard to help each camper achieve success, grow socially, have an enjoyable, memory filled summer and to make new friends. 

Below are some of the testimonials we have received from families. If you would like to speak with some of our parents we do have some parental references we can provide to you. 

 Our son has been a camper at Kennebec for over eleven years.  Yes, we were worried that first year we left him up there.  How would the camp understand him, would he be bullied, would he be able to express how he was feeling, would we be kept informed, would his medication be handled properly.  Well they did understand him, they made sure he wasn’t bullied, his medication was taken each day, they were always available to answer our questions and he did learn how to express himself.   Every year he became more social, more independent and bolder in trying new foods and new activities he would never had tried at home.  We saw how much the camp appreciated his strengths while respecting his differences.  Now when we drop him off at the beginning of the summer we know that he is in a place where he is appreciated, understood and cared for.  We know he will be kept busy all day with activities that he enjoys, having a wonderful summer surrounded by people that know him and get him and that really care about him.  He has become a part of the Kennebec family and we couldn't be happier.

Esther & Sheldon

Matthew attended Camp Kennebec for two weeks in 2009 and when we asked if he was interested in going back he was excited.  We told him that there was a four week option and he didn't give it a second thought.  This year he really enjoyed fishing and when we picked him up was disappointed that we didn't send along his fishing pole.  He wants to go back next year with his fishing gear and catch the big ones he wasn't able to get this year.

Teresa
I can’t say enough about all Kennebec has done for Chris.  From his first summer several years ago, Kennebec staff has shown an innate understanding of who Chris is, have fostered his strengths and have helped him work on areas of challenge….all in a positive ego-enhancing manner as opposed to the authoritarian, critical, humiliating and exclusionary ways he had so often experienced in other settings.  As I look now at my mature, confident 16 year old with a strong circle of friends, and more importantly a strong sense of who he is and who he wants to be, it is hard to recognize the young boy who first appeared at Kennebec.  While I don’t pretend to attribute all of Chris’s gains to Kennebec, I truly do not believe he would be where he is today without the support, acceptance and opportunity for growth he was given each summer. Thanks Kennebec for the difference you’ve made in Chris’s life.
Debbie

Hi Donna and Rob!
 
Mike and I just wanted to thank you and everyone else at Kennebec for continuing to provide Luke with such wonderful experiences.  He had, once again, such a great time.  Congratulations on doing such a fine job.  Luke really enjoyed the academic program with Dee. He also met new friends and reunited with old ones.  We can't thank you enough for the care and camp experience that you provide.
Joyce & Mike

Hi,...I thought you might enjoy some feedback on David's stay with you.  He
had a wonderful time - I'm so happy for him.  Camp Kennebec was a wonderful, positive experience...its heart warming and to see all the different people he interacted with is just a wonderful thing.  What a kid!

I asked David if he wanted to go back to camp next summer and he informed me that he would be attending Camp Kennebec for the entire summer.  I guess that is a good thing!  He really enjoyed the dance (wish I could have been a fly on the wall for that) and that he made a good friend in Monica and really liked his counselors. That was one thing he said he didn't like about other camps. Oh, I loved the feedback by the way.  It was good to see how
David managed over the two weeks without being on medication.  Again, a real positive.  Just what children need in their life.

Thanks again Donna and Rob...you certainly are keeping up the standards of
what Camp Kennebec is suppose to promote - what a wonderful learning
opportunity for children.  
All the best and see you next year,


Lesley

Hi Donna and Rob,
Just a note to say thanks to you and your staff for our kids' camp experience last week.  Both Ian and Maddie were enthusiastic about the activities they did and the new (and renewed) friends and staff they met during the week.  Camp was definitely a positive experience for them.  (Even Maddie, who suffered a bit from homesickness, is going around this week singing "I believe I can fly..."!!)  Our thanks to everyone for their support and encouragement of Ian and Maddie and for making their camp experience fun.

Chris & John

Hello Donna and Rob,

Glenn and I just wanted to let you know what a wonderful time Cullen had at Camp Kennebec this year.  We were quite nervous about him being away for the entire week with no contact but your wonderful staff created an environment where he was able to relax and feel safe. When asked if he missed us he replied "Mom, we were kept too busy to miss you!”  It was nice that he was able to make new friends (something that he struggles with throughout the academic year) and we were shocked at some of the activities he participated in (i.e. swimming to the island, overnight camp on the island)...were he anywhere else he might not have attempted these activities. We believe that this is a testament to the high quality camp you and your kind staff provide for these children.  His willingness to fully participate in all of the activities is the highest, highest compliment we can give you all!  I know that Camp Kennebec will always remind him of a special time and he was fortunate to have had such a fantastic "first-time" camp experience. Thanks ever so much and hopefully he will return for another season!![image: image1.png]



Colleen

We cannot begin to thank you and your whole team for what you have done. Aside from managing us and all our worries you have done a remarkable job with Henry.
He has shared many stories and is already planning a return next year. Apparently he has made plans with some friends and bunk mates. 
Last night we found your report and work that was done with Henry on academics. Remarkable!
Words cannot express how happy we are and how grateful we are to you and the entire team.
Thank you so much ...for everything.

Lorne
This was the second year that we have sent our son to camp.  We tell everyone about this amazing camp; all the staff are qualified to handle children with special needs.  They are patient, kind and caring.  They are always willing to discuss any concerns you may have and respond to your calls or e-mails in a timely manner.
When I send Zachary to camp, I feel that he is safe and I do not have to worry about him getting hurt (i.e. bullying).
Zachary loves Camp Kennebec and wears his camp shirt proudly throughout the year.  He enjoys all the fun activities and the counselors.  He grows / matures with each year he attends.  He has increased his social skills and ability to self regulate.  Our hope is that this growth continues with each year; even baby steps are improvements, but he has made some leaps.
With all the everyday struggles that he may face, when he talks about camp, his demeanor changes.  He lights up and his entire mood changes as he talks about his memories at camp and how he looks forward to the next year.
The camp days are very well structured and fun filled.  Although our son sees camp as the best place on earth because of all the great activities (especially his favourite, tubing), we see all the social and emotional benefits to sending him to Camp Kennebec.
We have tried other camps in the past with very little success; Camp Kennebec is our camp choice for years to come.
Tara

Hi Donna,
I have been meaning to write to you to tell you what a wonderful time Alex had at camp. I can honestly say that the time he spent at Kennebec had a huge impact on his self-esteem and he has just seemed so much happier this summer as a result. So thank you for your thoughtful placement of Alex in a great cabin of boys and of course for his very dedicated counselors who obviously put a lot of effort into encouraging and supporting Alex.
Donna thanks again for a really successful year at camp!

Jane

Thanks!

Toby obviously had a great time. You have done a fabulous job there. Toby has never expressed this level of approval of any activity he’s been sent to.

 I hope we can manage to get him back to camp next year. We’re really proud of what he accomplished, and we’re really impressed with your professionalism and caring.

Have a great August!

Regards,

Bruce

Thank you all so much for your caring and support. We really do feel that Emma was very successful in her time there and has certainly brought home memories that she will cherish for some time to come. Eric and I are so impressed and touched by the haven that you’ve created for special kids like Emma and for your personal dedication in helping each to be successful in their own way.  Please convey our thanks and appreciation to Steve and everyone who was involved in Emma’s stay with you this summer. Thank you.

Lynn O.

Dear Kennebec
I felt driven to send a little note thanking you for the extremely enjoyable experience I had at Kennebec last week. I was completely bowled over by what I saw as a passionate, fun, life-affirming, positive environment that you have provided for kids who ordinarily would not get to experience that in one place. I had no idea what to expect—myself with little camping experience and of course I only hoped Ellen would show you her high potential as she had shown us at school this year. I think it is incredible that this place exists solely on the dedication and support of a loyal and talented staff. I don’t mean to romanticize it—it’s true. Some things you can’t fake. Staff sweating their buns off to provide such amazing opportunities for these special children is to be commended. Thank you and my hopes and wishes extend for a continued safe and happy summer.

Sincerely, Susan K. - Woodview Learning Centre

Only a few days and David will be arriving at camp. He is really excited and looking forward to a great month. Thank you all so much for all that you do. We really appreciate your caring and patience with our son. Have a great summer.

Janice G.

Thank you all for your effort and encouragement, which made Jonathon’s experience at Camp Kennebec a positive one. Although most of his activities are ‘top secret’ according to him, he is missing camp and can’t wait to go back next year. Once again, we sincerely appreciate your  commitment. Thanks again.
J. Jacobsen

Thanks for giving Joshua a very good summer so far. Given how hard his year was, it was great that he stayed, participated and seemed pleased with his experience. Thanks from both of us to you all.

 Dr. Randy G.

